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clear, and I pray the leadership of this 
Nation will consider and do what is 
right by bringing our soldiers home.

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject of this Special 
Order this evening. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection.
f 

b 2230 

SEEKING AN ALTERNATIVE TO 
WAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BONNER). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentlewoman from Texas 
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the distinguished 
Speaker, and I am delighted to be able 
to join the chairman of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus and my colleagues 
in following up on this outstanding 
Special Order that the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) has led and 
to thank him. I do not think we appro-
priately thanked him as the time has 
run out for his wisdom and insight in 
bringing us together this evening. 

This is a very trying time for the 
chairman in his leadership role and for 
this Congress, and for him to have the 
courage to be able to stand up on the 
floor of the House and convene his col-
leagues, knowing of the name-calling 
that is going on in this country, but I 
think as I have spoken to the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
earlier, he has admitted that he is will-
ing to risk affection and admiration to 
be able to tell the truth and to speak 
on behalf of the Nation’s constituents 
who are concerned about the direction 
this Nation has taken and certainly 
the choices that we are making, choos-
ing war over peace, and actually not 
choosing life over death. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to say that I rise 
this evening to really speak to the 
deafening silence that we have seen oc-
curring in the realm or in the august 
halls of this particular body, and that 
is that we have come now to almost 
the brink of a decision; I will not say 
the brink of war, I am going to say the 
brink of a possible decision and yet, 
this Congress, the 108th Congress, Mr. 
Speaker, has not taken up the question 
of a declaration of war. The silence is 
enormously deafening, I say to my col-
leagues, for this reason. 

The Constitution is clear when it 
enunciates the powers of this Congress 
in article I, section 8, along with the 
duties of imposing and exercising taxes 
and paying debts and providing for the 
common defense and general welfare. It 
announces clearly to declare war and 

make rules concerning captures on 
land and water. Somewhat antiquated 
language, but it is very clear, Mr. 
Speaker, that this body has a duty and 
obligation to declare war. The Presi-
dent is the Commander in Chief, and 
we fully respect and understand that. 
And as he is the Commander in Chief, 
he can deploy troops. 

Yes, the Congress entered into, or 
this Nation entered into, the Korean 
conflict, the Vietnam police action; 
but because Congress fails to act, it 
does not abdicate its duty and its re-
sponsibility. The one thing America 
needs to understand is that there is no 
doubt or any question that if we were 
under imminent attack, it is clear that 
the Commander in Chief could defend, 
along with the armed services, the 
United States military, this Nation. In 
fact, the war powers resolution clearly 
enunciated that perspective by statute, 
that if any President felt we were 
under imminent attack, as was indi-
cated to us in October of 2002, that 
President could engage in the protec-
tion of this Nation and report back to 
the Congress. 

Sadly, and maybe graciously, Mr. 
Speaker, we are not under imminent 
attack. We were not under imminent 
attack in the October 2002 debate and, 
in fact, I would say that our col-
leagues, our friends, Members of this 
body and the other body, deserve to re-
debate this question because, Mr. 
Speaker, we did not know of the dire 
circumstances of North Korea. We did 
not know of its unclassified now state 
or status, of its ability or potential of, 
if you will, creating and having nuclear 
weapons. So now we have our war mis-
siles and our troops focused on Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker, I would say to my col-
leagues that this is the time for this 
Nation to see this democratic body de-
bate the question of war, up or down, 
should we declare war against Iraq. We 
will not harm our troops. We have all 
stood here and said that we do not di-
vide on our troops. There is no divide. 
The mission is in question. But we will 
lay down our lives for our troops as 
they are ready to lay down their lives 
for this Nation. 

Why castigate those of us who alleg-
edly are accused of being unpatriotic 
when everyone knows that the armed 
services comes from all of our respec-
tive districts? 

So, Mr. Speaker, I think it is impor-
tant this evening as the time seems to 
be shortened, I believe it is important 
to look for, Mr. Speaker, an alter-
native. There is another way. And I de-
mand, if you will, that this House de-
bate the question that we indict Sad-
dam Hussein, that we leave 50,000 
troops and bring the others home, that 
we seek to put in humanitarian aid, we 
fight for the Mideast peace, and we 
fight the war against terrorism; but we 
find an alternative, because it is better 
to choose life over death and peace 
over war.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. CARSON of Indiana (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today and March 19 
on account of personal business in the 
district. 

Mr. SNYDER (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of medical rea-
sons. 

Mr. HYDE (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today on account of med-
ical reasons.

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. RYAN of Ohio) to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material:) 

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. CARSON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. SESSIONS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 
today, March 19 and 20. 

Mr. OSBORNE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. FEENEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BILIRAKIS, for 5 minutes, March 

25. 
Mrs. BLACKBURN, for 5 minutes, 

March 19. 
Mr. TANCREDO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota, for 5 min-

utes, March 19. 
Mr. DUNCAN, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at their own 

request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Ms. SOLIS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. EDWARDS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today.
f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 36 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, March 19, 2003, at 
10 a.m.

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1183. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting the Commis-
sion’s final rule — Electronic Registration 
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[Docket No. RM02-10-000] received March 4, 
2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

1184. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Pre-
siding Officers at Regulatory Hearings; Con-
firmation of Effective Date [Docket No. 02N-
0251] received February 6, 2003, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

1185. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — List of Approved Spent Fuel 
Storage Casks: FuelSolutions Cask System 
Revision (RIN: 3150-AH13) received March 4, 
2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

1186. A letter from the Secretary, DHS, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Classified 
National Security Information (RIN: 1601-
AA02) received January 24, 2003, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Government Reform. 

1187. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Regulations, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Office of 
Inspector General Subpoenas and Production 
in Response to Subpoenas or Demands of 
Courts or Other Authorities [Docket No. FR-
4742-F-02] (RIN: 2508-AA13) received February 
10, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Government Reform. 

1188. A letter from the Director, OPM, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s final rule — Voluntary Separa-
tion Incentive Payments (RIN: 3206-AJ76) re-
ceived February 13, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform. 

1189. A letter from the Director, OPM, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s final rule — Federal Long Term 
Care Insurance Regulation (RIN: 3206-AJ71) 
received February 11, 2003, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform. 

1190. A letter from the Director, OPM, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s final rule — Administratively 
Uncontrollable Overtime Pay (RIN: 3206-
AJ57) received February 10, 2003, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Government Reform. 

1191. A letter from the Director, OGE, Of-
fice of Goverment Ethics, transmitting the 
Office’s final rule — Post-Employment Con-
flict of Interest Restrictions; Revision of De-
partmental Component Designations (RIN: 
3209-AA07) received February 3, 2003, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

1192. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Lake Kala-
mazoo, Saugatuck, MI [CGD09-02-049] (RIN: 
2115-AA97) received February 27, 2003, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1193. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; White Lake, 
Whitehall, MI [CGD09-02-048] (RIN: 2115-
AA97) received February 27, 2003, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1194. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; James 
River, Newport News, Virginia [CGD05-02-053] 
(RIN: 2115-AA97) received February 27, 2003, 

pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

1195. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Cleveland 
Harbor, Cleveland, OH [CGD09-02-057] (RIN: 
2115-AA97) received February 27, 2003, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1196. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Red River, 
Mile 227.5 to 229.5, Shreveport, Louisiana 
[COTP New Orleans 02-011] (RIN: 2115-AA97) 
received February 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1197. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Hudson 
River, Pier 25, Manhattan, New York 
[CGD01-02-112] (RIN: 2115-AA97) received Feb-
ruary 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1198. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Ohio River, 
Miles 171.5 to 172.5, Marietta, Ohio [COTP 
Huntington 02-008] (RIN: 2115-AA97) received 
February 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1199. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Chesapeake 
Bay, Hampton Roads, James River, VA 
[CGD05-02-005] (RIN: 2115-AA97) received Feb-
ruary 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1200. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Grand 
River, Grand Haven MI [CGD09-02-071] (RIN: 
2115-AA97) received February 27, 2003, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1201. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Chesapeake 
Bay, Hampton, VA [CGD05-02-050] (RIN: 2115-
AA97) received February 27, 2003, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1202. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Kalamazoo 
Lake, Saugatuck, MI [CGD09-02-072] (RIN: 
2115-AA97) received February 27, 2003, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1203. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Kalamazoo 
Lake, Saugatuck, MI [CGD09-02-514] (RIN: 
2115-AA97) received February 27, 2003, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1204. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Thunderfest 
Powerboat Race, Detroit, MI [CGD09-02-061] 
(RIN: 2115-AA97) received February 27, 2003, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

1205. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Festa 
Italiana Festival 2002, Milwaukee Harbor, 
Milwaukee, WI [CGD09-02-032] (RIN: 2115-
AA97) received February 27, 2003, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1206. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Cocos 
Swim, Cocos Lagoon, Guam [COTP GUAM 
02-007] (RIN: 2115-AA97) received February 27, 
2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

1207. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Lower Mis-
sissippi River, Mile Marker 362.0 to 364.0, 
Above Head of Passes, Natchez, Mississippi 
[COTP New Orleans 02-013] (RIN: 2115-AA97) 
received February 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1208. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Lower Mis-
sissippi River, Mile 174.5 to 176.5, Above Head 
of Passes, Donaldsonville, Louisiana [COTP 
New Orleans 02-012] (RIN: 2115-AA97) received 
February 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1209. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Lower Mis-
sissippi River, Mile 137.0 to 139.0, Above Head 
of Passes, Edgard, Louisiana [COTP New Or-
leans 02-017] (RIN: 2115-AA97) received Feb-
ruary 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1210. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Safety Zone; Maumee 
River, Toledo, Ohio [CGD09-02-044] (RIN: 2115-
AA97) received February 27, 2003, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

1211. A letter from the Deputy General 
Counsel, Department of Veteran Affairs, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Loan Guaranty: Implementation of Public 
Law 107-103 (RIN: 2900-AL23) received Feb-
ruary 6, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs.

f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows:

Mr. HYDE: Committee on International 
Relations. House Resolution 68. Resolution 
requesting the President to transmit to the 
House of Representatives not later than 14 
days after the date of the adoption of this 
resolution documents in the President’s pos-
session relating to Iraq’s declaration on its 
weapons of mass destruction that was pro-
vided to the United Nations on December 7, 
2002; adversely (Rept. 108–38). Referred to the 
House Calendar. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska: Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. H.R. 874. 
A bill to establish a program, coordinated by 
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